27/04/2007 Marriage Opening and Ceremony by Clergyman F.H. de Grijs

“I hereby declare the café closed and the wedding room as open. It’s a shame Ger,” (Spoken to the proprietor, also present) “there’ll be no turnover for the first half hour and there’s nothing you can do about it!” (Everyone laughs).

“Ladies and Gentlemen, you all know why you are here but as I see this small table with so many people crowded around it, I’m prompted to think of a casino where large sums of money are about to get blackjacked!” (Everyone laughs). “That’s what it looks like at least but nothing could be further from the truth! 

(At this point there was a passage spoken by the Clergyman, which was wholly based upon a play on words, on the definition of a wedding Ceremony. This cannot meaningfully be translated)

(To Rob and Tanya) “If you both agree, I shall now declare your Wedding Ceremony open”

“I have the feeling you’re all getting stiff necks staring up at me. I shall therefore sit down with you and hopefully take on a less dominate form.” (Rob looks round at everyone laughing…)

(The Clergyman continues…) “Pay attention to the lesson boy, this is about you today! For me, this is a retraining exercise. You know it all already!” (With reference to Rob’s previous marriage)

“A special welcome to our English guests. Where are they? (A show of hands) Nice to meet you” (The same courtesy was also made to guests from Germany).

“I call upon the witnesses Mr. Anthony William Barrow, father of the bride and Menheer Hendrik Thijs Plasman, the second,’ reserve’ father of the bride” (“Next best” says Henk)

“From your family Rob, you have Mevrouw Ida Clasina Maria Knibbeler, the mother of the bridegroom and Menheer Johannes Robertus Franssen, a very valued friend of yours and meanwhile to you both.”

“Ladies and Gentlemen, there is much written and composed about love and marriage. Operas, operettas, films and musicals. Entire libraries written full. But with respect to your own special situation I think I have found a number of appropriate words for you:”

(Translation based upon the Clergyman’s poem)

One moment the beginning, whether you want it or not

One moment the time, when you reach a distant spot

One moment you choose, from all you’ve ever done

One moment you come to say: “For me, there’s only one”

Someone for you to love, a heart that fights equally for you

A place to come home to, a home that’s warm and true

Old fashioned perhaps, choosing this to much newer fun 

Oh no! Not when you can say: “For me, there’s only one”

Maybe a clap of thunder will disturb your world now and then

A darker period to come through, without you knowing when

But one thing is certain and you’ll know it better than anyone

All can be put behind you if you say: “For me there’s only one” 

“Ladies and Gentlemen, statistics have shown with people that live together for a long time, in what ever form, live five years longer than those that live alone.

So there you have it!” You hire a café, get a few people together, a guy that listens to if you say “yes”, throw a bit of cash in and before you know it - you live five years longer!  I think that’s a fantastic investment!” (Everyone laughs).

(At this point, Marie-Therese and Lisa were invited to make their presentation, following which the Clergyman continued…)

“I ask Rob and Tanya to stand”

“Give each other your right hand and answer the questions I shall now ask you. As we have an International gathering I have decided to do this in English. Just say: Yes-I-do, Yes-I-do!” (Laughter)

“Robert Anthony Theodoor Sandberg, do you declare to me that you take Tanya Daphne Barrow as your wife and do you promise that you will loyally fulfil all marital duties required under Dutch law. What is your answer?”

“Yes please!” says Rob (Everyone laughs)

“Now don’t start exaggerating,” says the Clergyman (More laughter) and turns to Tanya… “Tanya Daphne Barrow, Do you declare to me that you take Robert Anthony Theodoor Sandberg as your husband and do you promise that you will loyally fulfil all marital duties required under Dutch law. What is your answer?”

“Yes I do,” says Tanya

“Then I declare that Robert Anthony Theodoor Sandberg and Tanya Daphne Barrow are united in matrimony by law.”

“You’re married boy!” the Clergyman says, looking at Rob! 

“Have you got the rings?”, the Clergyman asks, which are then duly presented by Marit and subsequently exchanged by Rob and Tanya.

